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Introduction

Chapter I – The use of force
1. The construction of the classical paradigm
‘Just’ and ‘unjust’ wars
The right to self-preservation and the ‘national interest’
The use of force as a sanction

2. Attempts at regulation between the two World Wars
Regional and international agreements and doctrines

3. The system after World War II
The Nuremberg Military Tribunal - 1945
The Tokyo Military Tribunal - 1945
The Charter of the United Nations – 1945
The inter-American system

4.The evolution of the armed response by category of threat: from the
classical paradigm to the Charter of the United Nations

Chapter II – Between self-defence and 
preventive intervention

1. Self-defence
Self-defence in the strict sense
The controversy surrounding the scope of self-defence in the Charter of
the United Nations
What is the ‘self ’ in self-defence?
Aggression and self-defence
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Direct and indirect aggression
Case analysis
Ambiguity in the Anglo-Saxon world about the concepts of ‘pre-empti-
ve’, ‘anticipatory’, and ‘preventive self-defence’

2. Precautionary self-defence
The classical doctrine of precautionary self-defence
The Caroline Case (1837) and the Webster formula
Validity of the Webster formula
Interception, anticipation and sequence of events
More precedents
Case analysis

3. The doctrine of preventive intervention
Precedents
A paradigmatic example of preventive intervention: the Israeli attack on
an Iraqi reactor (Iraq (Osiraq) 1981)
U.S. strategic doctrines since 1945
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What is a threat?
Who assesses an act or situation as a threat?

1. Threats from networks and weapons
Global terrorist networks
The illegal obtaining of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and rela-
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2. Threats from the political regime
The myth of the inviolability of the political regime in the Charter of the
United Nations 
Argentina
Francoism
Maoism
Castroism
The regime of Anastasio Somoza
Racist regimes 
The Taliban regime

THREATS, RESPONSES AND POLITICAL REGIMES. BETWEEN SELF DEFENSE AND PREVENTIVE INTERVENTION2



The Syrian regime
The ‘Axis of Evil’
Weak and failing states
Authoritarian regimes

Chapter IV – Responses: networks and weapons
1. The state’s international obligations
The Corfu Channel case

2. General restrictions on the use of force
Necessity
Proportionality
Immediacy
The reporting clause
Exhaustion of the negotiations and ultimatum

3. Possible responses to threats
Responses without recourse to arms
Armed responses

4. Responses to each kind of threat in the doctrine of Preventive
Intervention
International terrorist networks
The multilateral response: multilateral cooperation plus Chapter VII
International criminal networks
Illegal obtaining and possession of weapons of mass destruction
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Responses to threats from a political regime
US foreign policy: between the Kirkpatrick doctrine and the Rice doctri-
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Interventions against hostile regimes to prevent their installation
Interventions against hostile regimes to bring about a regime change
Interventions against hostile regimes to neutralise their actions
Interventions against hostile bases in weak and failing states
Interventions in weak and failing states to bring about a regime change
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Interventions in authoritarian regimes to establish democracy
Interventions in authoritarian regimes to restore democracy

Chapter VI – Conclusions
The use of force: from the post-Cold War paradigm to the Bush (Jr.)
doctrine 
The Bush (Jr.) doctrine: precautionary and preventive elements
The Bush (Jr.) doctrine: threats and responses
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Reactions
Proposals

Towards a new paradigm
What is a democracy?
Can a democracy be established?
The democratic regime and propensity for war
Society and institutions
The use of force during a period of transition

Argentina faced with a new paradigm

Bibliography

THREATS, RESPONSES AND POLITICAL REGIMES. BETWEEN SELF DEFENSE AND PREVENTIVE INTERVENTION4

ef

ALBERTO E. DOJAS: “AMENAZAS, RESPUESTAS Y RÉGIMEN POLÍTICO. ENTRE LA LEGÍTIMA DEFENSA Y LA INTERVEN-
CIÓN PREVENTIVA”, EUDEBA, BUENOS AIRES, 2011. MORE INFORMATION AT: www.aedojas.com.ar

Translated from:


